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PBESMENTIS MESSAGE

Donrt look now, but just around. the corner 1s aLl that spring garden work waltlng
for you and mel Our hear;y clay sotl ts stlll too wet to work in, but oue of
these days IrIi- be outsld,e aII clay. I,Iaybe we can compare sore museles next tlme
we meet.

ttre hope to see alL of you at our Aprtl meetlng when ldrs, Flsher wlII present an
interestllg progran on"Orlglral Art andl Flower Arranglng.tt Thls pronlses to be
a nost pleasant evenlng--short ueeting, lnteresttng prograul, plenty of coffee
ancl. lost of time to taLk. See you Aprll 20, Bt00 P.M.

Dorothy Rudser
* * tT +F tt * rT * iT * +$ n rF rF * * * {s *

REPEATS

Thanks to frlend aad nenber G1enn Eanoon, your eclltor no!, has on flIe the flrst
yearrs lssues gf Nefiq and Vtews, uhich was fLrst prlnted ln 1953 when Gus Slndt
waspres1aent(erffirtirz).s,o""rngturougutuLsiissuesrevea].ed
sone lnterestlng ltems. 1953 ed.itor, S{rs. Eclythe Burns, countecl the clays untll
Irls tlme ln the same way that chll-dren (and. some of the rest of us) count the
clays untll ChrLstmas. The February tssue cLaimed, I08 uore d,ays untll frls tlne;
l,farch had narrowed tt to 60 clays; and. Aprll J0 days.

Insteacl of a t*rhots Who la TCIS as we bave been pr:Lntlag J.atelp, Ii{rs. Burns gave
gltmpses of nembers ln a colunn caILecL IVarletaL Comentaly.tr

A poeu ln the February 1953 tesue ls worth repeatlng;

0 sllvery stream, wtth glint and gleam
Where dtpplng boughs are laving,
The eurrent lags where Sweet Blue F1ags
By rlpples stlrred are wavtng,
Asld. the green, thelr soft blue sheen,
Wlth white and. purple penetled,
I,ike blts of s]ryr where sunbeams lle,
Through leaff branches stenelled."

--W, B. Hunt
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PRIZE WINNING IBIS

f'he lvlareh meetl.ng brought out aII of the }(areh blooulng trls--antl which ones
bloora ln lvlarch vartes each year accordlng to the lnterest and tnaginatloa of our
mernbers vho attend our tt0ome Dressed as aB lrlst' party. Tbe wlunlng ttbloonstt

are Ltsted below:

Most UnusuaLl Warren Johnsoa as Ed.enlte
Staa Rudser as J'ox--

Most ELaborate: Grace Carlock as Klnsrs Cholce
walter carroct *r@*,

Most ffplcal-: llary DuvaIL as flgpe+gg Dangg,r
Urban Ipsen as Aavtime

Most &teorous: l,laybetli Wrfght@
MllLle Stover aE IgISLJSE

Honorable ldentton: Frances EhIe as GFp-sJ.Jgwetst

Prlzes for belng able to ldeut1ff the uost Lris coetunes flent to },&I.Lle Stover
and. Julius Wadeka,nper.

Many pletures were takeo of these Mareh lr1s, which we hope to eee ln the futrrre,
but the nost photographecl nuet have beea that uost cbarnlng horse, BfldaL. Bopg,ust
and FpIry TaJ-F,

Our thanks go to the laclles who servecl the pot-3.uek supper antl all those who
brought the abund.ant quantltl.es ancl top quallty foocl. SpecLal appreclatlon goes
to Greta Kessenl.ch, who furnl.shecl the Love1y eenterpleces which were given as
prl.zes to the wLnners of the evenlng. Werre sorrlr she wagnrt feellng veJ.I enough
to be present at tbe party.

,e * * * * * * lr * {e {i * * * * * l3 tp *

Weleoue to new neuber e._{qeeg__qlso!, who Llves at L2808 l{arch Circle, [{lnaetonka,
ldlnnesota 55343. I,b. 01son, ffio rras recrulted. W lbs. Sweeney, ts enployed by
Dahlberg Electrontes. lle are toLd be ls so buey wlth his Job, he uay not atteacl
uary neetlngs, but we hope hetlL be able to come enough to be weLconecl in person.

* r$ * rp * * {9 * * tT * rF {r * * {r * * {T

IIIIES OF SI{E FMI.,D

By Walter CarLock

Awake, O north windl, ancl eome, O south vlnctt
BLow upon ry garclen, Let tts fragrance be waftecl abroad.

As sprrng arrlves and tbe south reiad wake' .J::X:::t:r."ns wlth rresh
Breenery, to be followect wtth brtgbt colors, I always apprecLate the flrst bloons,
even the flret bloour of our couuon daad.ell.oa. I qutckly rerenber that a co@olr
weecl flower here ls carefull.y ralsed elsevbere. So too, ve ral,se carefully
f, owers that are so cor!tror that they cover fteldE Lu Palesttne. The lrls 1e oae
of the severaL flower canrtlclates to qual-lf$ as Chrlstts "ll.Iles of the fl,e1d."
Other candtclates lnclucte varlous lLly-115g flovers, such as the ltty, gladloLus,
and nay X.nelucle the poppg-&treltotrer whlch palnts tbe plalas of Pa1eEtlne wltb
brlgbt scarlet, each sprtag.

lfbe aborre thought put l.ato uotloa a plan to deLve lnto a varlety of uaterl.als at
the library about BlbLe plaute. Eavtng done a IXttIe d.eeper than a casual readlug
of, uaterlal., X felt I ougbt to ebare a few uords on plaate of the Blble.
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I wll-I dtspose of some lnfornatton, by saying the "Worshipful plants" while
lnterestLng, are not necessarlly Btble plants. fhese include tbose pJ-aats that
ear.ry the niue of a Bj.bilcal person or place, such as trarigold (Maryrs goLd),
Star of Bethiehem, Resurrec'.,ion plant, Madonna 1i.Iy, Christ thorns, Cro-'rn of
Tt-,o.r:ns, St. Jol:nts wot't, Jobrs Tears, Jcs:ephrs Coat. Jerutral.em cherrXr, or
Jerusal-eu arii*n"oke, IneiC,r:rlball3r, the Jerusaien artJ.ehoke aequi.red the flrst
part of its nane thrcugh a misprouunciation of t'giraroJ-e, " the Itellan r.iaue for
suriflower given to the piant when early expJ.orers br'ought lt from North Amerlca
to ltaly.

Another r,rhcle g:roup of plants thai can be d.is:n'!.ssed from our eonsi'lere'Lion ls
tlre legenriary B3"bIe plants" These are 'bl-ie ones tha'b have fanciftil- storJ.es, such
as the ci'rss C}:::Lst wa,s eruej"fterl on was aade i:f pop.!.ar, arrd because the tree
d":id not j.ike tc have to do this d:readful thing, it began to quake and so aLl
ti:e popla,rs of lts ki.i:d quake even today. The quaklng aspen always rustles in
ever so light a byeeze.

Most artl,:Ies and books oa piants of the Blble really mean plants of PaLestine.
If cne r,rere to really wrlte of all 'bhe pl-ants in the Bible, he would hal'e to
ha'.'e an aLl lncl-usive 'book .-.'n botauy, for the f;irst ruentlon of pl.ants il"s all
inelusive. Geiresls I:1I "Let the earth bring forth gr3ass, the her'b yiei.ding
sero, antl the frutt tree yiei.d.lng frutt. . .t'Genesis L:29 t'Behold, I have
gi'ren you every herb bearlng seed, whlch ts upon the faee of ali- the earth, and
ever:y tree, ln the wh:i.ch 1s the frrrit of a tree yteldlng seed; to 1'ou 1t shalL
be for meat.tt "Ierentah 2)r 5 t'Bul:Ld houses and. Ilve Ln then; plant gardens and.
e:;t'bhei-:: produee." Proverbs LltJ-? t'Better ls a dlnner of tierbs where iove is
than a fatred ox and. ha'!red- wlth i:t." ('-i'his is not to be constrlued that we roust
ail be vegetarlans because people d.o not have to be angry Eind are not al.ways
arlgry becnuse tLtef eat rneat. But lf you are angry at meai time, you douhle the
Ioad on your stomach, Anger' holrls baek the dtgestlng Juf.ces, neat takes three
to stx hor;rs to dlgest, and lf the gastrlc Julces are heLd back, then you are in
for six to nine hours of lnternal churning, so you pay a price for the luxury
of belng angry. )

There are gardens planted wlth trees and flowers assoelated with B:lbliea}
cbaraeters a,nd e'.'entso One ln Callfornia, Carmel-by*the-Sear has a Tarrlri-sk tree
whose honeyltke r:lrops resembJ.e the manna tha,t fed the Israeljltes ( J d,cubt tha+"
this ls the source of rqanna). Thts tree belongs in such a garden because
Abraham planted. a Taua,rtsk tree at Beersheba, and SauI llved ln the shacle of
sueh a tree. These Btbte gard.ens also have ponegranates, rq"rtles, a gourd like
the one that shel-tered. Jonah from the hea'L (Itve usually seon gourd.s gror,ring
oa the grcund. and. cl-iirnclng a single wlre fenee; but one of the organic gardening
nagazlnes recently showed a gourd plant eovering quite an ex'bensLve s,rbor tbat
one eoultl walk under to pick the gourd.s that hung dovn. Itts amazlng that the
plant eould support so mueh welght. Such a gourd plant couLtl easlly provide
eool shade. ) fhese gardens have nany herbs such as ani.se, nlnt, nqvrrh, rue,
corlander from r^lhleh come wblte seeds for seasonlng foods. There are aiso tultps,
irlses, Il1tes, narelssuses, autumn crocuses, aad bulrushes sintlar to those that
sheltered the baby }&)ses.

Besld.es Btbl-e gard.ens, f read of an exhtbit that presurnably hail PaLestinlan
pJ.ants. Would you be surprlsed to see the eoroon dandellon at a flower show?
Thls ls one of the bttter herbs. Others are end.lve, chlekory, lettuce, and
sorrel, and perhaps even the horserad.lsh, wbich ls not speelflca3-J.y nentlonecl but
ts natLve to the Near East. Exodus 12:B nentlons these bltter herbs to be eaten
wlth the pasehaL lamb. Today we serve Lamb in a slmLlar tnanner uslng nlnt for
the sbarp flavor. fhe extrlblt had Rose of Jerlcho whlch ls the same as grand-
motherts oleander. T'l:ere were flg trees, olives, eedar of Lebanon, grape vlnes,



Iotus, water ltltes, papyrus and wlllows
Perhaps tt would be interestlng for one
such an exhtbit.

h

r o . aLI from Palestlne and Egypt,
of the local flower shorus to put together

I Ktngs 1011O125 points out that herbs are trore vaLuable than Jewels. They were
a ned.lum of exchanger & source of pleasure and usecl for ueiLleiae. The Queen of
Sheba brought Klng Davld rtch glfts of sBices. In l{atthew 2:IL "They offerecl. Bln
gifbs, gold and franklncease and ryrrh. " ftle antse of today ls the sane as usecl
ln Btbl-e tlnes as paSnnent of tlthes--l'trattbew 23t23, Sesldes these uses, herbs
show thelr value ln cooklng. l{lnt and anlse ancl. eumtn, baln ancl calanus ancl leek,
saffrou and cl,nnanon ancl a].oes--there ls poetry Ln the sound of these words . . .
a tleeper poetry 1u the reaLlzatlon of the long hlstory of tbese herbs . , and
tn a stlll, d.eeper sense, one must appreclate the goodness of a God. vho provlcles
not only a bare extstence of wheat for bread; &ncl sprlngs of water, but also tbe
nlnts and antse to fLavor and. enhance and nake eattog a pLeasure. As I si.ng the
value of herbs, tt seeus approprlate to note that saifron (usect wttb rice ctlebes)
ts the sa,me saffroa that llas sung about ln the Song of Solonon h:11+.

No doubt the BtbltcaL housewlfe had nany herbs whlch were not speelfically
uenttonecl la the Blble. Eorseradtsh ls one, Perhaps Cyelanea woulcl be anotber,
for the Arabs used the polson fron cyclanen to stun flsh--rtot a ver1r estbetic
purpose for sucb a pretty plant.

Sone herbs badL ancl stlLL have several cllffereat uses. Rue was cuLtlvated for
medtclnal propertles but was also used to pay tithes--Luke II:h2. Jeremlah 51:8--
anlse, eumln, nlnt and baLn used for cures. Yourve heard of the BaIn of GtLead.
Itlark l+:Jl--mustard. used for poultlces. Psal-m 5l:?--Wssop for purlflcation.
Exodus Jo:.Jl+--onyeba was gatbered. for necllclne but also usecl as a perfume. In
our supposedlSr uodern era, nany of the uecllcal professlon have forgotten the herbs
and class them ln wlth wttchdoet.o.rs ( I t<new if I workecl thls long enough, I couLct
namean1r1s).Somereiffi-nareser1ous1yetuc1y1ngherbswith-tire1clea
of fl,ndtag the ehenleai.s that macle certaln herbs cure certaln ailuents.

PerfumeE were usecl not only for personal pleaoure of the vartous fragrances but
also for rellglous serviceg. Exod.us 30!31+-35--"Take sweet spLces, staete, onycha,
ancl galbauum; these sweet spices wtth pure franlrtncense (of each an equal part) aad
make an lncense blended. as by the perfuner.rr EccleslastLeus ,0:8--UIy roots were
plaeed ln ehests to add. fYagranee. I reneoiber that iris roots glrre orrl.s powcler
whtcb ls used for the sane purpose nowdays. Exodus 3A:22-25--cassia usetl for
anotating otLs. Fron birth to death, herbs have a part. John I9:39-LO--nVrrh ls
used for preparlng the clead. Perhaps there was sone rystlcal stgnlfleance ln the
glfts to the baby Jesus of llstlng ryrrh Last, perhaps prophetic of IIls d.eath.
I'lyrrh (Sweet clcely of Europe) ts a sweet scented feify, graceful foliage plant,
whose seed nay be sown ln autr:nn as soon as rlpe, and the plants wiLI come up ln
sprtng" f'lre plant Bersists for years.

It is reassurhg to hear Chrlstls words, Luke l2:ff-28--"ConsLc[er the ].111es hot.l
they grow. . . . If God so clothe(s) tU6 grass . . . how nueh nore uJ.Il Ee elothe
you?tt

Iord, God, Look upon our sowlng,
Bless the llttle gardens
And the good gre€n growing!


